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Describes the English oak tree and how it grows, and depicts some of the wide variety of
creatures that live in oak forests, as well as the fungi and mosses that grow among them

Breathtaking Images from The Call of Everest: The History, Science, and Future of the World's
Tallest PeakA helicopter drops off injured climbers at Base Camp. (Photo by Max Lowe p.
23)The team makes its descent through the Khumbu Icefall. (Photo by Andy Bardon
Photography p. 246)National Geographic’s Barry Bishop rests on the summit in 1963. (Photo by
Luther G. Jerstad/National Geographic p. 139) The 1963 American Mount Everest Expedition
included more than 900 porters. (Photo by Barry Bishop/National Geographic p. 161)Long lines
encumber the ascent of the Lhotse Face. (Photo by Simone Moro p. 174)All appears to be quiet
in this night shot from Base Camp. (Photo by C. Richards Photography p. 237)About the
AuthorCONRAD ANKER is famous for succeeding at death-defying ascents in the Himalaya
and Antarctica. In 1999 he discovered George Mallory's body, the legendary British climber who
disappeared on Everest. BERNADETTE MCDONALD is a prizewinning Canadian writer who
has authored or contributed to eight books including National Geographic's Voices from the
Summit and Extreme Landscape. MARK JENKINS writes about remote expeditions for National
Geographic, Outside, Men's Health, Playboy, and many other magazines. His dispatches from
Everest on the legacy climb will form part of this book's narrative.Excerpt. © Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.On May 26, 2012, I look down from the summit of Mount Everest
to three glaciers that have sculpted the mountain. For the past nine and a half hours I have been
climbing the Southeast Ridge in near-perfect weather. At an elevation of 8,850 meters, there is
no higher place on our planet. The world literally drops away below. To the east, the robust
Kangshung Glacier pushes moraine into Tibet and in the process creates small glacial lakes. To
the north, the Rongbuk Glacier is solid in appearance, yet I know that it is moving, ever so slowly.
To the south and west, the Khumbu Glacier, cascading down the southern flank of the Himalaya,
provides sustenance to the people of Nepal and India. The frozen snow on which I stand may
eventually join the Ganges, slowly making its way to the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean.
Perhaps this water will be recycled and deposited once again in the Himalaya to begin the
timeless cycle of regeneration. Standing on the apex of our planet is humbling. I’m starved of
oxygen, depleted of reserves, unable to eat, and bound by anxiety. This is a dangerous place.
Yet the symbolism of standing on top of the world gives me a chance to experience time on a
cosmic scale. During the half hour I spend on the summit, I reflect on the mountain—how it came
to be, its significance to humanity, and my personal connection to Everest. For the third time I
have the opportunity to stand at this unique spot on the planet. Humans frame time within the
span of our own existence and, to a lesser extent, the history of humanity. We anthropomorphize



time, as if what happens to humans is the only relevant measure. We are exhorted to live in the
here and now. Yet on the upper reaches of the highest mountain, we live on borrowed time.
Dillydally too long and we will die. When we face adverse situations, time is immediate. This
immediacy provides a prism through which we can view our planet. How do we fit into the grand
scheme of life? Everest, with its timeless immensity, highlights how insignificant human
existence is. Standing on the summit, looking up through the troposphere to the blue, purple
infinity of space, on a mountain of rock millions of years old, thrust up into the sky by a thin crust
of earth floating on a moving mantle and carved away by gravity, I contemplate my place in the
universe. I feel insignificant. The mountains seem to have conquered us long before we set foot
on them, and they will remain long after our brief existence. This indomitable force of the
mountains gives us humans a blank canvas on which to paint the drive of discovery and, in the
process, test the limits of human performance.Read more
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Shari K.W., “A feast in words & pictures for OAK lovers!. This is a fantastic reference for anyone
interested in oaks, especially the deciduous oaks, as a deciduous oak is featured in the book.
Although written in the U.K., the representative oak in this book looks almost identical to the
U.S.'s eastern White Oak (quercus alba) or California White Oak/Valley Oak (quercus
lobata).The illustrations are full-color and painstakingly precise -- a pleasure to look at! You
could learn a great deal this way even if you didn't know how to read. Of course, reading is a
pleasure too, especially since the book is so well-organized.The various chapters deal with how
an acorn grows into an oak; an oak tree in the 4 seasons; common animals (insects, birds,
invertibrates, mammals) found in and around oaks, various plants and fungi found in and
around oaks, etc. I learn something new each time I browse through.Yes, I am an oak-nut, as if
you couldn't tell. :) If you are too, I wholeheartedly  recommend this book! You will truly love it.”

The book by Richard Lewington has a rating of  5 out of 4.1. 8 people have provided feedback.
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